
Anarcho-Syndicalism: Rudolf Rocker's Theory
and Practice of a Liberated Society
In the realm of radical political thought, Anarcho-Syndicalism stands as a
unique and powerful force. This ideology combines the principles of
anarchism, with its emphasis on individual freedom and the rejection of all
forms of hierarchy, with the syndicalist belief in the power of labor unions as
a vehicle for social transformation.
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Among the most influential proponents of Anarcho-Syndicalism was Rudolf
Rocker, a German-born anarchist and labor leader who played a significant
role in the development of the theory and practice of this movement.

Rudolf Rocker: A Pioneer of Anarcho-Syndicalism

Rudolf Rocker was born in Mainz, Germany in 1873. From a young age, he
became involved in labor activism, joining the Socialist Workers' Party of
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Germany in 1891. However, he soon became disillusioned with the party's
authoritarian tendencies and turned to anarchism as a more radical and
emancipatory alternative.

Rocker's writings and speeches on anarchism and syndicalism had a
profound impact on the development of the Anarcho-Syndicalist movement.
He argued that the traditional state and capitalist economic system were
inherently oppressive and exploitative, and that the only way to achieve
true freedom and equality was through their complete abolition.

Anarcho-Syndicalist Theory

At the heart of Anarcho-Syndicalism lies the belief that the working class
has the potential to become the driving force for social revolution. Rocker
argued that through the organization of revolutionary labor unions, workers
could develop the solidarity and consciousness necessary to overthrow
capitalism and establish a liberated society.

Anarcho-Syndicalists reject the idea of political parties and representative
government, seeing them as mere tools for the maintenance of class rule.
Instead, they advocate for a decentralized, participatory society based on
the principles of self-management and direct action.

Syndicalism and the Revolutionary General Strike

One of the key concepts in Anarcho-Syndicalist theory is syndicalism,
which emphasizes the power of labor unions as agents of social change.
Syndicalists believe that through the organization of workers into industry-
wide unions, they can challenge the authority of both the state and the
capitalist class.



The ultimate goal of the Anarcho-Syndicalist movement is the revolutionary
general strike. This is a mass strike involving all workers in a society,
brought about through the coordinated action of revolutionary labor unions.
By bringing the capitalist economy to a standstill, workers can seize control
of the means of production and establish a new, egalitarian society.

Anarcho-Syndicalism in Practice: The Spanish Revolution of 1936

The Spanish Revolution of 1936-1939 provides a striking example of
Anarcho-Syndicalism in practice. During the revolution, the anarcho-
syndicalist National Confederation of Labour (CNT) played a leading role in
the struggle against fascism and the establishment of libertarian
communities in Catalonia and other regions of Spain.

These communities were based on the principles of self-management,
collectivization, and direct democracy. Workers took control of factories,
peasants collectivized the land, and neighborhoods established their own
assemblies to manage their affairs.

Although the Spanish Revolution was ultimately defeated by the fascist
forces led by Francisco Franco, it remains a testament to the
transformative power of Anarcho-Syndicalism.

The Legacy of Rudolf Rocker

Rudolf Rocker's legacy as a pioneer of Anarcho-Syndicalism is
immeasurable. His writings and activism helped to shape the theory and
practice of this radical movement, inspiring generations of anarchists and
labor activists.



Rocker's ideas continue to resonate today, particularly in the context of
growing disillusionment with traditional political systems and the
resurgence of worker resistance around the globe.

Anarcho-Syndicalism, as theorized and practiced by Rudolf Rocker,
remains a powerful vision of a liberated society based on the principles of
freedom, equality, and self-management. By combining the insights of
anarchism and syndicalism, Rocker provided a blueprint for a revolutionary
transformation that would abolish capitalism, the state, and all forms of
hierarchy.

While the challenges of achieving such a society are vast, Rocker's legacy
serves as a reminder that the pursuit of a more just and equitable world is
not only necessary but also possible.
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Confronting Empire: Eqbal Ahmad's Vision for
Liberation, Decolonization, and Global Justice
Eqbal Ahmad (1933-1999) was a renowned Pakistani intellectual, activist,
and scholar whose writings and activism continue to...

How Do Cities Work? Let's Read and Find Out!
Cities are complex and fascinating places. They're home to millions of
people and are constantly changing and evolving. But how do cities
actually...
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