
Antony and Cleopatra: No Fear Shakespeare
Volume 19: A Guide to Understanding the
Play, Its History, and Its Themes
Antony and Cleopatra is one of Shakespeare's most famous and beloved
tragedies. It tells the story of the passionate love affair between the Roman
general Mark Antony and the Egyptian queen Cleopatra. The play is set
against the backdrop of the Roman civil war, and it explores the themes of
love, power, ambition, and betrayal.

No Fear Shakespeare Volume 19 is a comprehensive guide to
understanding Antony and Cleopatra. This engaging article provides a
detailed overview of the play, its characters, and its historical context. It
also includes helpful study materials and resources to enhance your
understanding of the play.
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Overview of the Play

Antony and Cleopatra is a tragedy in five acts. It was written in 1606 or
1607, and it was first performed in 1608. The play is based on the historical
events of the Roman civil war, and it tells the story of the love affair
between Mark Antony and Cleopatra.

The play begins with Antony and Cleopatra meeting in Egypt. They fall in
love and have a child together. However, their love affair is threatened by
the Roman civil war. Antony is forced to return to Rome, and Cleopatra is
left behind in Egypt.

Antony and Cleopatra are eventually reunited, but their love affair is
doomed to failure. Antony is defeated in the civil war, and he and Cleopatra
commit suicide.

Characters

Antony and Cleopatra features a large cast of characters. The two main
characters are Mark Antony and Cleopatra. Antony is a Roman general
who is known for his courage and ambition. Cleopatra is the queen of
Egypt and is known for her beauty and intelligence.

Other important characters in the play include:

Octavius Caesar: Antony's rival in the Roman civil war

Lepidus: Antony's co-consul

Pompey: Antony's ally

Enobarbus: Antony's friend and advisor



Charmian: Cleopatra's handmaid

Iras: Cleopatra's handmaid

Historical Context

Antony and Cleopatra is set against the backdrop of the Roman civil war.
The civil war began in 49 BC, and it lasted for over a decade. The war was
fought between Julius Caesar and Pompey. Caesar eventually defeated
Pompey, and he became the dictator of Rome.

After Caesar's death in 44 BC, the Roman civil war resumed. Antony and
Octavius Caesar allied themselves against Brutus and Cassius, who had
assassinated Caesar. Antony and Octavius defeated Brutus and Cassius at
the Battle of Philippi in 42 BC.

After the Battle of Philippi, Antony and Octavius divided the Roman Empire
between them. Antony took control of the eastern provinces, while Octavius
took control of the western provinces.

Antony and Octavius eventually came into conflict with each other. The two
sides fought at the Battle of Actium in 31 BC. Octavius defeated Antony,
and he became the sole ruler of the Roman Empire.

Themes

Antony and Cleopatra explores a variety of themes, including:

Love: The play explores the passionate love affair between Antony and
Cleopatra. Their love is intense and all-consuming, but it is also
doomed to failure.



Power: The play explores the theme of power. Antony and Cleopatra
are both powerful leaders, but they are also both ambitious. Their
ambition leads them to make mistakes that ultimately result in their
downfall.

Ambition: The play explores the theme of ambition. Antony and
Cleopatra are both ambitious people. They both want to achieve great
things, but their ambition leads them to make mistakes that ultimately
result in their downfall.

Betrayal: The play explores the theme of betrayal. Antony and
Cleopatra are both betrayed by those they trust. Antony is betrayed by
his friend Enobarbus, and Cleopatra is betrayed by her servants.

Death: The play explores the theme of death. Antony and Cleopatra
both die at the end of the play. Their deaths are a reminder of the
fragility of life and the power of love.

Study Materials and Resources

No Fear Shakespeare Volume 19 includes a variety of study materials and
resources to help you understand Antony and Cleopatra. These materials
include:

A scene-by-scene summary of the play

A character guide

A glossary of unfamiliar words

A timeline of the play's events

A list of study questions



These materials will help you to understand the play's plot, characters, and
themes. They will also help you to prepare for class discussions and
exams.

Antony and Cleopatra is a powerful and moving play. It is a tragedy that
explores the themes of love, power, ambition, betrayal, and death. No Fear
Shakespeare Volume 19 is a comprehensive guide to understanding the
play, its history, and its themes. This engaging article provides a detailed
overview of the play, its characters, and its historical context. It also
includes helpful study materials and resources to enhance your
understanding of the play.

Whether you are a student, a teacher, or a general reader, No Fear
Shakespeare Volume 19 is the perfect resource for understanding Antony
and Cleopatra.
Additional Resources

Folger Shakespeare Library

Royal Shakespeare Company

National Theatre

LitCharts

Course Hero
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