
Church Reckoning with Communism in Post-
1989 Romania: A Legacy of Oppression and
Reconciliation
This comprehensive article delves into the complex relationship between
the Church and the Communist regime in Romania, exploring the
challenges and achievements in the post-1989 era as the nation grapples
with the legacy of oppression.

The fall of the Iron Curtain in 1989 marked a pivotal moment for Eastern
Europe, including Romania, where the oppressive Communist regime had
suppressed religious freedom and persecuted Christians for decades. In
the aftermath of this political upheaval, the Church in Romania embarked
on a multifaceted reckoning with its past, confronting the wounds inflicted
by the Communist era while seeking reconciliation and healing.
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During the Communist era, the Romanian Orthodox Church, the dominant
religious institution in the country, faced severe persecution. The regime
imposed strict limits on religious activities, closed churches and
monasteries, and harassed and imprisoned priests who resisted its control.
Many clergy were subjected to torture, forced labor, and even execution.

In addition to the direct persecution of Church leaders, the Communist
regime also sought to undermine the Church's influence on Romanian
society. Religious education was banned in schools, and the dissemination
of religious literature was strictly controlled. The government promoted
atheism and encouraged the formation of rival, communist-approved
religious organizations.

Post-Communism: A Time of Reckoning

With the collapse of the Communist regime, the Church in Romania was
presented with a unique opportunity to reassess its role and to heal the
wounds inflicted during the years of persecution. However, this process
was not without its challenges.

Confronting the Past
One of the primary tasks for the Church was to confront the past and to
seek truth and reconciliation. This involved investigating and documenting
the crimes committed against the faithful during the Communist era. The
Romanian Orthodox Church set up a special commission to investigate
these abuses, which has uncovered widespread and systemic persecution.

Seeking Reconciliation and Healing
While confronting the past was essential, the Church also recognized the
importance of reconciliation and healing. It reached out to former



persecutors, offering forgiveness and a chance to make amends.
Forgiveness and reconciliation, however, proved to be a complex and
gradual process, requiring dialogue, empathy, and a willingness to learn
from the past.

Rebuilding Trust
Rebuilding trust between the Church and society was another crucial
challenge. During the Communist era, the Church had been viewed with
suspicion by many Romanians, who associated it with oppression and
collaboration with the regime. The Church worked hard to overcome this
distrust by promoting transparency, accountability, and engaging in
meaningful dialogue with the public.

Achievements and Challenges

Despite the significant challenges, the Church in Romania has made
significant progress in its reckoning with the Communist past:

Institutional Renewal
The Church has implemented reforms to ensure greater transparency,
accountability, and democratic governance. It has also established new
structures to address social and pastoral needs, such as education,
healthcare, and social welfare.

Ecumenical Engagement
The Church has strengthened its ecumenical ties with other Christian
denominations, both in Romania and internationally. It has participated in
interfaith dialogue and has worked together with other religious
communities to promote peace and reconciliation.



Social Engagement
The Church has become more actively involved in social issues, such as
poverty alleviation, education, and healthcare. It has established numerous
social service programs and institutions to address the needs of vulnerable
communities.

Ongoing Challenges

While the Church in Romania has made significant progress, it still faces
some challenges:

Persistent Prejudice
Despite efforts to rebuild trust, some sectors of Romanian society still
harbor prejudices against the Church, viewing it as a potential source of
oppression or interference in public life.

Economic Constraints
The Church's ability to carry out its mission and address the needs of the
faithful is often hampered by limited financial resources. It relies heavily on
donations and state support, which can be subject to political or economic
fluctuations.

Secularization and Indifference
Romania, like many other European countries, is experiencing a trend
towards secularization and religious indifference. This poses a challenge
for the Church in reaching out to the wider population and transmitting its
message of faith and hope.

The Church in Romania's reckoning with the Communist past is an ongoing
process, marked by both challenges and achievements. By confronting the



past, seeking reconciliation, and rebuilding trust, the Church has emerged
as a significant force for healing and renewal in Romanian society. Despite
the ongoing challenges, the Church remains committed to its mission of
proclaiming the Gospel, serving the people, and promoting a just and
compassionate society.
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