
Colonizing Madness: Asylum and Community
in Fiji
The establishment of the first mental asylum in Fiji in 1880 marked the
beginning of a long and complex history of colonizing madness in the
country. This article explores the ways in which colonial psychiatry and the
asylum system were used to control and marginalize indigenous Fijians,
and the impact this has had on the development of mental health services
in Fiji.

Colonizing Madness: Asylum and Community in Fiji
by Jacqueline Leckie

5 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 6121 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 296 pages

Colonial Psychiatry and the Asylum System

Colonial psychiatry was based on the idea that mental illness was a sign of
inferiority and that indigenous peoples were more prone to mental illness
than Europeans. This ideology was used to justify the establishment of
asylums in Fiji and other colonies, which were seen as places where
indigenous people could be isolated and treated.

FREE

https://character.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6Im5VZExlSGFzRWdKajQ1SEM2YmgzNXBqTUsxRHdOeEJaejM0SlwvK2I4SkZVUFNpeVR6NDJ3UDNLeU1sOEJhWVFmQkxxaDhYajBSZ3d6bjhNcjJ1WFV5dzFRdjRqK3RaWldmZEVlSHZKOGJVVyt3aWEwaFlEY1FlWTFUWG0rdjZlUzVXUnZPXC9Gd0swNGpTMFRpcUlqNzltZUZpSkMwSm9VQzZBZUdsMjhuNkU5U1hVTnI2ZFdEVE02WkNQbDdHOGd3IiwiaXYiOiJmY2YwYmEzMTJmMGYzNmRmMTQ1ZDU0NTI1YTg5MWRhNiIsInMiOiI3OWU3YjE2Njg0ZGNkOTRlIn0%3D
https://character.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6InRCMURUK0E2eGpcL1h1endEMnVaNUFaTER2WVZNY2F0QVpYK0xOSHV0dmJtcVhIY2RsS2lcL1NDbDdYU0hMSkx2T0F2V1NoTnhmVEtTcWUwS3VOR3BIbjE3MmtjVHBRQmE2YVFJVmt3cnBDaVI2emlFMWtBNHo0bHI1Tm5QQldCUlFRRXV1UVlmWWFZMVNKbjQ4c2NGVVV5eExZSmdwdnI2SDRkMHBOZm90SGxPYWpjYkU1eXZWbng4aWdxYzVGZG92IiwiaXYiOiI2YWY1NGFkZTBlZTgwYjc1NGVjZTYwMjU5OTExOWYxOCIsInMiOiIzMzlhNDJjYjE3ZTM0ZDNiIn0%3D
https://character.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6InRWQnpDSms5YW1ac2c3dmN5aWdGSW8rMWl4M2NJXC9YcjRQcU96RjlzdVY4dWVpbTZKaVpSYlgxNkVIWTFLNDJtdWdKVkdnb0NQZGRHbnFuWGswMnpMUDNJNnhaZmdLOUNKYloyOEVPV0RlT3U5T2RaT0U1QUx6alhySFpLeGxKbHJPb09DZnlRWGNPWHJXUEtRVHBYNEtqdVl5bUlQZnd3cnhiWkJIclFzeGlRMDhkZVo3Ums3Qzk3ZFwvajNiXC9kSiIsIml2IjoiOTg2M2NkNzI2ZTg1ZDMzMjVhNGQ4NGUwYWYwMjEwZTUiLCJzIjoiZmRjNTViZTZhOGE4Njc3YSJ9


The asylum system in Fiji was harsh and inhumane. Patients were often
subjected to physical and psychological abuse, and they were often denied
basic rights such as the right to vote or to own property. The conditions in
the asylums were so bad that many patients died from neglect or abuse.

The Impact of Colonialism on Mental Health in Fiji

The legacy of colonialism has had a profound impact on mental health in
Fiji. The asylum system created a stigma around mental illness, and this
stigma has persisted to the present day. As a result, many people with
mental illness in Fiji are reluctant to seek help, and they often suffer in
silence.

In addition to the stigma associated with mental illness, colonialism also
disrupted traditional Fijian healing practices. These practices were based
on the belief that mental illness was caused by supernatural forces, and
they often involved the use of traditional healers. However, colonial
authorities banned traditional healing practices, and this led to a loss of
cultural knowledge and expertise in the treatment of mental illness.

The Role of Community-Based Mental Health Initiatives

In recent years, there has been a growing movement in Fiji to develop
community-based mental health initiatives. These initiatives are based on
the belief that mental illness is a community issue, and that it can best be
treated in the community. Community-based mental health initiatives
provide a range of services, including counseling, support groups, and
vocational training. These services are designed to help people with mental
illness to live full and productive lives in the community.



Community-based mental health initiatives are challenging the legacy of
colonialism in Fiji. They are providing culturally appropriate care for people
with mental illness, and they are helping to reduce the stigma associated
with mental illness. These initiatives are essential to improving the mental
health of indigenous Fijians and to creating a more just and equitable
society.

The history of colonizing madness in Fiji is a complex and tragic one.
However, there is also hope for the future. Community-based mental health
initiatives are challenging the legacy of colonialism and providing culturally
appropriate care for people with mental illness. These initiatives are
essential to improving the mental health of indigenous Fijians and to
creating a more just and equitable society.
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Confronting Empire: Eqbal Ahmad's Vision for
Liberation, Decolonization, and Global Justice
Eqbal Ahmad (1933-1999) was a renowned Pakistani intellectual, activist,
and scholar whose writings and activism continue to...

How Do Cities Work? Let's Read and Find Out!
Cities are complex and fascinating places. They're home to millions of
people and are constantly changing and evolving. But how do cities
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