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Eqbal Ahmad (1933-1999) was a renowned Pakistani intellectual, activist,
and scholar whose writings and activism continue to inspire movements for
liberation, decolonization, and global justice. A prolific writer and speaker,
Ahmad was a trenchant critic of imperialism, capitalism, and patriarchy, and
his work offers a profound understanding of the interconnectedness of
these systems of oppression.
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This article explores Ahmad's life and work, highlighting his critiques of
empire and his vision for a more just and equitable world. We will examine
his writings on imperialism, capitalism, and patriarchy, as well as his
involvement in various social movements.

Eqbal Ahmad: A Life of Activism and Scholarship

Eqbal Ahmad was born in 1933 in Patna, India. He grew up in a politically
active family, and his father was a prominent member of the Indian National
Congress. Ahmad attended Aligarh Muslim University and Cambridge
University, where he studied history and economics.

In the 1960s, Ahmad returned to Pakistan and became involved in the anti-
colonial movement. He was a member of the National Awami Party and
was imprisoned for his activism. After his release from prison, Ahmad went
into exile in the United States, where he taught at Hampshire College and
the New School for Social Research.

Ahmad's writings and activism focused on the interconnectedness of
imperialism, capitalism, and patriarchy. He argued that these systems of
oppression were mutually reinforcing and that they created a world of
inequality and injustice.

Critique of Imperialism

Ahmad was a trenchant critic of imperialism. He argued that imperialism
was a system of domination and exploitation that robbed colonized peoples
of their land, resources, and culture. He saw imperialism as a form of
violence that dehumanized both the colonized and the colonizers.



In his book "Imperialism and Revolution," Ahmad argued that imperialism
was not simply a political or economic system, but a cultural and
psychological phenomenon. He wrote that imperialism created a "culture of
fear" that justified the violence and exploitation of colonized peoples.

Ahmad also argued that imperialism was not simply a thing of the past. He
saw imperialism as a continuing force in the world, and he warned that it
could lead to a new era of global conflict.

Critique of Capitalism

Ahmad was also a critic of capitalism. He argued that capitalism was a
system of exploitation that created a world of inequality and injustice. He
saw capitalism as a system that commodified everything, including human
beings.

In his book "The Economics of Imperialism," Ahmad argued that capitalism
was a global system that created a hierarchy of nations. He wrote that the
developed countries of the North exploited the underdeveloped countries of
the South, and that this exploitation was a major cause of global poverty
and inequality.

Ahmad also argued that capitalism was a destructive system that was
harming the environment and threatening the future of humanity.

Critique of Patriarchy

Ahmad was also a critic of patriarchy. He argued that patriarchy was a
system of domination that subordinated women to men. He saw patriarchy
as a form of violence that oppressed women and limited their opportunities.



In his book "Women and Gender in Islam," Ahmad argued that patriarchy
was not inherent to Islam. He wrote that Islam was a religion that promoted
equality and justice for all, and that patriarchy was a distortion of Islamic
teachings.

Ahmad also argued that patriarchy was a global system that oppressed
women of all cultures and religions. He saw patriarchy as a major obstacle
to the achievement of a just and equitable world.

Vision for a Just and Equitable World

Ahmad's critiques of imperialism, capitalism, and patriarchy were not simply
academic exercises. He believed that these systems could be overcome,
and he worked tirelessly to create a more just and equitable world.

Ahmad's vision for a just and equitable world was based on the principles
of freedom, equality, and justice. He believed that all people should be free
to live their lives with dignity and respect, and that no one should be
oppressed or exploited.

Ahmad also believed that a just and equitable world was a sustainable
world. He argued that the current systems of imperialism, capitalism, and
patriarchy were unsustainable, and that they were leading to a world of
conflict, poverty, and environmental destruction.

Ahmad's vision for a just and equitable world was a world where everyone
could live in peace, security, and dignity. He believed that this world was
possible, and he worked tirelessly to make it a reality.



Eqbal Ahmad was a visionary thinker and activist who dedicated his life to
the fight for liberation, decolonization, and global justice. His writings and
activism continue to inspire movements for social change around the world
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