
How Digital Platforms Are Overtaking The
State And How We Can Regain Control
The rise of digital platforms has been one of the most significant
developments of the 21st century. These platforms, such as Google,
Facebook, and Amazon, have become essential to our lives, providing us
with access to information, entertainment, and commerce. However, as
these platforms have grown in power, they have also begun to challenge
the authority of the state.

In the past, the state was the primary source of authority in society. It was
responsible for providing essential services, such as education, healthcare,
and security. It also had the power to regulate the economy and to make
laws.
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However, the rise of digital platforms has begun to erode the state's
authority. These platforms have become so powerful that they can now
provide many of the same services that the state once did. For example,
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Google provides access to information, Facebook provides a platform for
communication, and Amazon provides a marketplace for goods and
services.

This has led to a situation where the state is no longer the only source of
authority in society. Digital platforms now have a significant amount of
power and influence, and they are increasingly challenging the state's
ability to govern.

This has a number of implications for the future of democracy. First, it
means that the state is no longer the only institution that can represent the
interests of the people. Digital platforms now have a significant voice in the
public sphere, and they can use this voice to influence public opinion and
policy.

Second, the rise of digital platforms has made it more difficult for the state
to regulate the economy. These platforms operate on a global scale, and
they are not subject to the same regulations as traditional businesses. This
makes it difficult for the state to ensure that these platforms are operating in
a fair and competitive manner.

Third, the rise of digital platforms has eroded public trust in government. In
the past, the state was seen as the guarantor of democracy and the
protector of the public interest. However, the rise of digital platforms has
shown that the state is not always able to control these powerful new
technologies.

This has led to a loss of faith in government and a growing sense that the
state is no longer able to protect the public interest. This is a serious



problem for democracy, as it undermines the legitimacy of the state and
makes it more difficult to govern.

So, what can we do to regain control of digital platforms and ensure that
they serve the public interest? There are a number of things that can be
done, including:

Regulating digital platforms: The state needs to develop new
regulations to govern digital platforms. These regulations should
ensure that these platforms are operating in a fair and competitive
manner and that they are protecting the public interest.

Promoting competition: The state should promote competition in the
digital market. This will help to prevent any one platform from
becoming too powerful and will ensure that consumers have a choice
of services.

Educating the public: The state needs to educate the public about
the risks and benefits of digital platforms. This will help people to make
informed decisions about how they use these platforms and to protect
themselves from harm.

The rise of digital platforms is a challenge to the state, but it is also an
opportunity. If we can develop effective ways to regulate these platforms
and promote competition, we can ensure that they serve the public interest
and help to create a more democratic and just society.
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Confronting Empire: Eqbal Ahmad's Vision for
Liberation, Decolonization, and Global Justice
Eqbal Ahmad (1933-1999) was a renowned Pakistani intellectual, activist,
and scholar whose writings and activism continue to...

How Do Cities Work? Let's Read and Find Out!
Cities are complex and fascinating places. They're home to millions of
people and are constantly changing and evolving. But how do cities
actually...
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