
Looking for Shapes: Jane Brocket's Clever
Concepts for Discovering the World
In her charming and insightful book, "Looking for Shapes," Jane Brocket
takes readers on a captivating journey of discovery, revealing the hidden
patterns and shapes that surround us in our everyday lives. Through a
series of clever concepts and thought-provoking exercises, she invites us
to see the world through a new lens, fostering our creativity, curiosity, and
appreciation for the beauty of our surroundings.

Unveiling the Hidden Patterns

Brocket begins her exploration by demonstrating that shapes are not just
abstract concepts but concrete entities that permeate our visual
environment. She encourages us to observe the forms around us, from the
contours of a leaf to the architecture of a building, and to recognize the
ways in which these shapes interact and influence our perception. By
breaking down complex objects into their constituent geometric
components, we gain a deeper understanding of their structure and
harmony.
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Shapes as a Language

Brocket asserts that shapes possess an inherent language, conveying
emotions, ideas, and cultural significance. The circle, for instance, often
represents wholeness and unity, while the triangle evokes strength and
stability. By deciphering the language of shapes, we can gain insights into
the intentions behind artistic creations, architectural designs, and even
fashion choices. Brocket provides numerous examples, showing how
shapes have been used throughout history to communicate messages and
create visual impact.

The Transformative Power of Perspective

One of the key concepts in "Looking for Shapes" is the transformative
power of perspective. Brocket challenges us to examine familiar objects
and scenes from different angles and viewpoints, revealing how our
perceptions can shift dramatically depending on our vantage point. By
rotating a simple square, for example, we can see it as a diamond, a kite,
or even a pyramid. This exercise encourages us to be open-minded and to
question our assumptions, recognizing that there is often more than meets
the eye.

Shape Hunting in Nature

Brocket dedicates a significant portion of her book to exploring the
abundance of shapes found in nature. From the spiral of a seashell to the
fractal patterns of a fern, she reveals the intricate and harmonious designs
that govern the natural world. She inspires readers to become keen
observers, encouraging them to seek out and appreciate the hidden beauty
in their surroundings, whether it be in a woodland, a meadow, or even their
own backyard. By connecting with the natural environment, we can foster a



deeper sense of wonder and appreciation for the interconnectedness of all
things.

The Influence of Shapes on Creativity and Innovation

Brocket also examines the profound influence that shapes have on
creativity and innovation. She argues that by understanding the principles
of shape and form, designers, artists, and innovators can create more
visually appealing and effective works. She provides examples of how
shapes have been used to inspire new products, clothing designs, and
architectural marvels. By embracing the power of shapes, we can unlock
our own creative potential and contribute to a more aesthetically pleasing
and functional world.

Hands-On Exercises for Shape Exploration

Throughout "Looking for Shapes," Brocket includes numerous hands-on
exercises and activities to help readers engage with the concepts she
presents. She encourages readers to draw shapes, trace outlines, and
create collages, all in an effort to develop a deeper understanding of the
role that shapes play in our lives. These exercises are designed to be
accessible to people of all ages and skill levels, making the book an ideal
resource for educators, parents, and anyone interested in fostering
creativity and visual literacy.

Jane Brocket's "Looking for Shapes" is a captivating and thought-provoking
exploration of the hidden patterns and shapes that surround us. Through a
series of clever concepts, engaging exercises, and stunning visuals, she
invites us to see the world with fresh eyes, fostering our curiosity, creativity,
and appreciation for the beauty of our surroundings. Whether you are an
artist, a designer, a teacher, or simply someone who wants to connect with



the world around you in a deeper way, this book is sure to inspire and
enlighten.

By embracing the language of shapes, we can unlock a new level of
understanding and engagement with our environment. May this journey of
shape discovery lead you to unexpected insights, creative breakthroughs,
and a renewed appreciation for the harmonious beauty of the world.
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Confronting Empire: Eqbal Ahmad's Vision for
Liberation, Decolonization, and Global Justice
Eqbal Ahmad (1933-1999) was a renowned Pakistani intellectual, activist,
and scholar whose writings and activism continue to...
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