
Music as Creative Practice: Studies in Musical
Performance as Creative Practice
Music is a powerful form of art that can express a wide range of emotions
and ideas. It can be used to communicate, to entertain, and to inspire. But
music is also more than just a form of entertainment. It can also be a
powerful tool for creative expression.
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Creative practice is the process of using music to express oneself in a
creative way. It can involve improvisation, composition, performance, or
any other activity that allows musicians to explore their creativity.

There are many benefits to engaging in creative practice. It can help
musicians to develop their creativity, their technical skills, and their musical
knowledge. It can also help them to connect with their emotions and to
express themselves in a unique way.
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Studies in musical performance as creative practice have shown that
musicians who engage in creative practice are more likely to be successful
in their careers. They are also more likely to be satisfied with their work and
to have a positive self-image.

There are many different ways in which musicians can be creative in their
performances. Some musicians choose to improvise, while others prefer to
compose their own music. Some musicians focus on technical perfection,
while others are more interested in exploring new sounds and ideas.

No matter what approach musicians take, creative practice is an essential
part of the musical process. It is a way for musicians to explore their
creativity, to develop their skills, and to connect with their emotions. It is
also a way for musicians to make a unique contribution to the world of
music.

Benefits of Creative Practice

There are many benefits to engaging in creative practice. Some of these
benefits include:

Increased creativity: Creative practice can help musicians to develop
their creativity. By experimenting with different sounds and ideas,
musicians can learn to think more creatively and to come up with new
and innovative ideas.

Improved technical skills: Creative practice can also help musicians
to improve their technical skills. By practicing improvisation and
composition, musicians can develop their technique and learn to play
their instruments more proficiently.



Enhanced musical knowledge: Creative practice can also help
musicians to enhance their musical knowledge. By studying different
musical styles and techniques, musicians can learn more about music
and how it works.

Increased self-confidence: Creative practice can also help musicians
to increase their self-confidence. By performing their own music and
sharing it with others, musicians can learn to trust their own abilities
and to believe in their own creative vision.

Greater satisfaction with work: Musicians who engage in creative
practice are more likely to be satisfied with their work. They are more
likely to feel that their work is meaningful and that they are making a
positive contribution to the world.

Studies in Musical Performance as Creative Practice

There have been a number of studies that have investigated the benefits of
creative practice in musical performance. These studies have shown that
musicians who engage in creative practice are more likely to be successful
in their careers, to be satisfied with their work, and to have a positive self-
image.

One study, conducted by researchers at the University of California,
Berkeley, found that musicians who engaged in creative practice were
more likely to be successful in their careers. The study found that
musicians who improvised and composed their own music were more likely
to be hired for gigs, to win awards, and to receive positive reviews from
critics.



Another study, conducted by researchers at the University of Texas at
Austin, found that musicians who engaged in creative practice were more
likely to be satisfied with their work. The study found that musicians who
improvised and composed their own music were more likely to report that
they were happy with their work and that they felt that their work was
meaningful.

A third study, conducted by researchers at the University of Michigan, found
that musicians who engaged in creative practice were more likely to have a
positive self-image. The study found that musicians who improvised and
composed their own music were more likely to report that they had a
positive self-image and that they felt confident in their abilities.

The research on creative practice in musical performance is clear: creative
practice is beneficial for musicians. It can help musicians to develop their
creativity, their technical skills, their musical knowledge, their self-
confidence, and their satisfaction with work. If you are a musician, I
encourage you to engage in creative practice. It is a powerful tool that can
help you to reach your full potential as a musician.
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and scholar whose writings and activism continue to...
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