
Raising Heritage Breed Turkeys: The Ultimate
Guide for Beginners
Raising heritage breed turkeys can be a rewarding and sustainable way to
provide your family with nutritious and delicious meat. Heritage turkeys are
known for their superior flavor, hardiness, and resistance to disease. In this
guide, we will cover everything you need to know about raising heritage
turkeys, from choosing the right breeds to providing proper care and
feeding.
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Benefits of Raising Heritage Turkeys

Superior flavor: Heritage turkeys have a richer, more flavorful meat
than commercial turkeys.
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Hardiness: Heritage turkeys are more resistant to disease and
parasites than commercial turkeys.

Sustainability: Raising heritage turkeys helps to preserve these
valuable breeds for future generations.

Self-sufficiency: Raising your own turkeys gives you control over the
quality and safety of your food.

Choosing the Right Breeds

There are many different breeds of heritage turkeys, each with its own
unique characteristics. Some of the most popular breeds include:

Bourbon Red: A large, broad-breasted turkey with a reddish-brown
plumage.

Bronze: A medium-sized turkey with iridescent bronze feathers.

White Holland: A large, white turkey with a docile temperament.

Black Spanish: A small, black turkey with a distinctive blue-black
plumage.

Narragansett: A medium-sized turkey with a mottled gray and black
plumage.

When choosing a breed, consider the following factors:

Size: How many turkeys do you want to raise?

Purpose: Are you raising turkeys for meat, eggs, or both?

Climate: Some breeds are better suited to certain climates than
others.



Availability: Make sure you can find the breed you want to raise in
your area.

Housing

Turkeys need a spacious and well-ventilated coop. The coop should be at
least 10 square feet per turkey. It should have a roosting area, nesting
boxes, and a litter area.

Turkeys also need access to a pasture or yard where they can forage. The
pasture should be at least 1 acre per 10 turkeys.

Feeding

Turkeys are omnivores, and their diet should consist of a variety of foods,
including:

Commercial turkey feed: This is a good source of protein and other
essential nutrients.

Forage: Turkeys love to forage for insects, grass, and weeds.

Scratch grains: These grains, such as corn and wheat, are a good
source of carbohydrates.

Fruits and vegetables: Turkeys enjoy eating apples, carrots, and
other fruits and vegetables.

Turkeys should be fed twice a day, once in the morning and once in the
evening.

Care



Turkeys are relatively low-maintenance animals. However, they do require
some basic care, including:

Daily health checks: Check your turkeys for signs of illness or injury.

Regular cleaning: Clean the coop and pasture regularly to prevent
disease.

Vaccination: Turkeys should be vaccinated against common
diseases, such as Marek's disease and blackhead.

Predator protection: Turkeys are prey animals, so it is important to
protect them from predators, such as coyotes and foxes.

Challenges

There are some challenges associated with raising heritage breed turkeys,
including:

Predators: Turkeys are prey animals, so it is important to protect them
from predators, such as coyotes and foxes.

Disease: Turkeys can be susceptible to a variety of diseases, such as
Marek's disease and blackhead.

Cost: Heritage breed turkeys can be more expensive to raise than
commercial turkeys.

Space: Turkeys need a lot of space to roam, so it is important to have
a large pasture or yard.

Getting Started



If you are interested in raising heritage breed turkeys, there are a few
things you need to do to get started:

Research: Learn as much as you can about raising heritage breed
turkeys.

Choose a breed: Select a breed that is right for your needs and
climate.

Build a coop: Construct a spacious and well-ventilated coop for your
turkeys.

Purchase turkeys: Order or purchase heritage breed turkeys from a
reputable breeder.

Start feeding: Feed your turkeys a healthy diet of commercial feed,
forage, scratch grains, and fruits and vegetables.

Provide care: Provide your turkeys with regular health checks,
cleaning, vaccination, and predator protection.

Raising heritage breed turkeys can be a rewarding and sustainable way to
provide your family with nutritious and delicious meat. By following the tips
in this guide, you can successfully raise a flock of healthy and happy
heritage turkeys.
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