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In the heart of the Appalachian Mountains, amidst rolling hills and vibrant
communities, there lived an extraordinary couple whose love and passion
for art left an enduring mark on the world of folk art. Horace and Polly Ann
Remington, known as "The Remingtons," created a captivating body of
work that celebrated their deep connection to their Kentucky roots and the
everyday beauty they found within their lives.

The Genesis of a Love Story

Horace Remington was born in 1903 in a humble cabin in Kettle Island,
Kentucky. As a young man, he worked as a farmer and a coal miner, but his
true passion lay in art. Polly Ann Combs was born in 1914 in nearby Leslie
County. She was an avid reader and had a deep appreciation for nature's
wonders.

Their paths crossed in 1939 when Polly Ann attended a square dance
where Horace was playing his fiddle. Horace was immediately smitten by
Polly Ann's beauty and intelligence, and their hearts entwined in a love that
would sustain them throughout their lives. They married a year later, and
their love story became the inspiration behind many of their paintings.
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From Humble Beginnings to Artistic Triumph

The Remingtons began painting in the early 1950s, driven by a desire to
express their love for their family, community, and the land they called
home. Horace had no formal training, but his passion for storytelling and
his keen eye for detail shone through in his vibrant, intricate compositions.
Polly Ann, with her natural artistic sensibility and love of color, played a vital
role in developing their unique style.

Their paintings depicted scenes of everyday Appalachian life—courting
couples, church gatherings, quilting bees, and family portraits—with a
warmth and authenticity that resonated with viewers far and wide. The
Remingtons' work quickly gained recognition, and they became celebrated
as self-taught masters of American folk art.

Their Enduring Love and Artistic Legacy

Horace and Polly Ann Remington were inseparable in life and art. They
painted side by side, often working on the same canvas, and their love for
each other radiated through their creations. Their paintings captured the
essence of their deep connection, depicting tender moments of affection
and shared experiences.

The Remingtons exhibited their work in galleries across the United States
and abroad, and their paintings became highly sought after by collectors
and art enthusiasts. Their art not only showcased their love story but also
served as a testament to the rich cultural heritage of the Appalachian
region.

Horace passed away in 1995, but Polly Ann continued to paint until her
death in 2005. Their legacy lives on through their extensive body of work,



which can be found in museums and private collections worldwide. The
Remingtons' paintings continue to captivate and inspire, reminding us of
the power of love, the beauty of simplicity, and the enduring spirit of the
human soul.

Rediscovering The Remingtons: A New Generation's Appreciation

In recent years, there has been a renewed interest in the art of The
Remingtons. Their paintings have been featured in exhibitions, books, and
documentaries, and their story has resonated with a new generation of art
lovers and cultural enthusiasts.

The simplicity and authenticity of their work appeals to those yearning for a
connection to a more genuine and heartfelt past. Their paintings offer a
glimpse into a world where love, community, and tradition were held dear,
and they serve as a reminder of the enduring power of human connection.

The Remingtons: Love In Bloom is a testament to the transformative power
of love and the indomitable spirit of creativity. Horace and Polly Ann
Remington's journey, from humble farmers to renowned folk artists, is an
inspiration to us all. Their paintings, filled with love, authenticity, and a deep
appreciation for their Appalachian roots, continue to captivate and inspire
viewers around the world.

As we delve into the lives and art of The Remingtons, we not only
appreciate their artistic achievements but also gain a profound
understanding of the enduring bonds of love, family, and community. Their
story reminds us that even in the simplest of lives, there is beauty to be
found, and that love can blossom amidst life's greatest challenges.
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