
Unsuitable Boy: Karan Johar's Controversial
and Acclaimed Adaptation of Vikram Seth's
Classic Novel
Karan Johar's 2020 web series, Unsuitable Boy, is a highly anticipated and
controversial adaptation of Vikram Seth's acclaimed 1993 novel of the
same name. Set in post-independence India, the series follows the
intertwined lives of several families as they navigate the complexities of
love, marriage, and class.

The series has drawn both praise and criticism for its opulent production
values, compelling performances, and nuanced portrayal of Indian society.
However, it has also been criticized for its length, its deviation from the
source material, and its portrayal of certain characters.
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In this essay, we will explore the various aspects of Unsuitable Boy,
including its strengths and weaknesses, its impact on Indian television, and
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its place in the ongoing debate about the representation of Indian culture in
media.
Plot and Characters

Unsuitable Boy tells the story of Lata Mehra, a young woman from a
wealthy Hindu family, who falls in love with Kabir Durrani, a Muslim boy
from a lower social class. Their forbidden love affair is met with resistance
from both their families and the wider society.

The series follows Lata and Kabir's journey as they struggle to overcome
prejudice and social barriers. Along the way, they meet a cast of colorful
characters, including Lata's progressive mother, Saeeda Bai; Kabir's
fiercely independent sister, Maan; and Lata's wealthy suitor, Amit Chatterji.

The characters in Unsuitable Boy are complex and well-developed. Lata is
a strong and independent woman who is determined to follow her heart.
Kabir is a charismatic and passionate young man who is torn between his
love for Lata and his loyalty to his family. Saeeda Bai is a wise and
compassionate woman who supports Lata's choices. Maan is a feisty and
outspoken woman who is determined to make her own way in life. Amit is a
wealthy and handsome man who is determined to win Lata's hand in
marriage.

Themes

Unsuitable Boy explores a wide range of themes, including love, marriage,
class, and identity. The series challenges traditional notions of love and
marriage, and it shows how these institutions can be used to suppress
individual freedom and happiness. The series also explores the complex
and often contradictory nature of class in Indian society. It shows how class



can create barriers between people, but it also shows how it can be a
source of pride and identity.

In addition to these themes, Unsuitable Boy also explores the issue of
identity. The characters in the series are constantly grappling with their own
identities, and they are trying to find their place in the world. The series
shows how identity is shaped by a variety of factors, including family,
culture, and society.
Production Values and Acting

Unsuitable Boy is a visually stunning series. The production values are top-
notch, and the series is shot in a variety of beautiful locations. The acting is
also excellent. Manisha Koirala and Ishaan Khatter are both excellent in the
lead roles, and they bring a lot of depth and nuance to their characters. The
supporting cast is also excellent, and they all deliver strong performances.

The series has been praised for its authenticity and its attention to detail.
The costumes, sets, and props are all carefully chosen, and they help to
create a believable and immersive world. The series also features a
number of authentic Indian dishes, which adds to the overall realism of the
series.

Controversy and Criticism

Unsuitable Boy has been praised by many critics, but it has also been met
with some controversy. Some critics have criticized the series for its length.
The series is over seven hours long, and some critics have found it to be
too long and meandering. Others have criticized the series for its deviation
from the source material. The series makes a number of changes to the
novel, and some critics have found these changes to be unnecessary and
misguided.



The series has also been criticized for its portrayal of certain characters.
Some critics have found the character of Maan to be too stereotypical and
unrealistic. Others have criticized the character of Amit for being too one-
dimensional and unlikeable.

Despite the controversy, Unsuitable Boy is a well-made and thought-
provoking series. It is a visually stunning and emotionally engaging drama
that explores a wide range of important themes. The series is sure to
provoke discussion and debate about love, marriage, class, and identity.

Unsuitable Boy is a must-watch for anyone who is interested in Indian
culture or in well-made television drama. It is a series that will stay with you
long after you have finished watching it.
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