
Unveiling the Legacy of Chicopee's
Unforgettable Mayor: Stephen Jendrysik
In the annals of Chicopee, Massachusetts, the name Stephen Jendrysik
stands as a towering figure, a man whose vision and leadership left an
indelible mark on the city's history and character. As mayor for three
consecutive terms from 1976 to 1985, Jendrysik embarked on a
transformative journey that reshaped the urban landscape, invigorated the
economy, and fostered a renewed sense of community pride.

Early Life and Political Beginnings

Stephen Jendrysik was born in Chicopee on January 13, 1938, into a
Polish-American family. Raised in the city's Fairview neighborhood, he
graduated from Chicopee High School and went on to earn a bachelor's
degree in political science from American International College in
Springfield, Massachusetts.
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Jendrysik's political career began in earnest in 1968 when he was elected
to the Chicopee City Council. As a councilor, he quickly gained recognition
for his sharp intellect, tireless work ethic, and ability to connect with
constituents from all walks of life.

Mayoral Tenure: A Legacy of Transformation

In 1975, Jendrysik made history by becoming the first Polish-American
mayor of Chicopee. His election marked a significant shift in the city's
political landscape and signaled a new era of progress and inclusivity.

As mayor, Jendrysik implemented a bold vision for Chicopee that spanned
various sectors of the city. He spearheaded numerous urban renewal
projects, including the revitalization of the Chicopee Center district and the
restoration of the historic Willimansett Canal. These initiatives breathed
new life into blighted areas and enhanced the city's overall infrastructure.

Jendrysik also played a pivotal role in attracting new businesses to
Chicopee, creating jobs and stimulating economic growth. He championed
the establishment of the Chicopee Industrial Park and worked closely with
local business leaders to foster a vibrant business environment.



Community Engagement and Social Justice

Beyond his transformative policies, Jendrysik was deeply committed to
community engagement and social justice. He established the Chicopee
Senior Center and worked tirelessly to secure funding for affordable
housing projects. His passion for equality and inclusivity extended to the
local school system, where he played a key role in desegregating Chicopee
schools.

Jendrysik's efforts to build a more cohesive and just society extended
beyond Chicopee's borders. As a member of the Massachusetts Council of
Mayors, he advocated for policies that benefited all municipalities in the
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state. He also served on the board of the Massachusetts Bay
Transportation Authority (MBTA),working to improve public transportation
options for residents across the region.

Legacy and Impact

Stephen Jendrysik's impact on Chicopee is immeasurable. His vision,
leadership, and unwavering dedication to the city left a lasting legacy that
continues to shape its present and future.

In recognition of his extraordinary contributions, Jendrysik was awarded the
prestigious Albert Schweitzer Humanitarian Award in 1984. He also
received honorary doctorates from American International College and
Western New England College.

After his mayoral tenure, Jendrysik continued to serve the Chicopee
community. He founded the Stephen P. Jendrysik Foundation, a nonprofit
organization dedicated to supporting local education and social welfare
programs.

Stephen Jendrysik passed away on November 8, 2014, leaving behind a
legacy of civic leadership and unwavering commitment to the betterment of
his beloved city. His name and impact are forever etched in the fabric of
Chicopee, a testament to the transformative power of one man's vision and
the enduring spirit of community.
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